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healing without residuals. The deter-
mination as to service incurrence or
aggravation must be on the whole evi-
dentiary showing.

[26 FR 1592, Feb. 24, 1961]

§3.381 Service connection of dental
conditions for treatment purposes.

(a) Treatable carious teeth, replace-
able missing teeth, dental or alveolar
abscesses, and periodontal disease will
be considered service-connected solely
for the purpose of establishing eligi-
bility for outpatient dental treatment
as provided in §17.161 of this chapter.

(b) The rating activity will consider
each defective or missing tooth and
each disease of the teeth and peri-
odontal tissues separately to determine
whether the condition was incurred or
aggravated in line of duty during ac-
tive service. When applicable, the rat-
ing activity will determine whether the
condition is due to combat or other in-
service trauma, or whether the veteran
was interned as a prisoner of war.

(¢c) In determining service connec-
tion, the condition of teeth and peri-
odontal tissues at the time of entry
into active duty will be considered.
Treatment during service, including
filling or extraction of a tooth, or
placement of a prosthesis, will not be
considered evidence of aggravation of a
condition that was noted at entry, un-
less additional pathology developed
after 180 days or more of active service.

(d) The following principles apply to
dental conditions noted at entry and
treated during service:

(1) Teeth noted as normal at entry
will be service-connected if they were
filled or extracted after 180 days or
more of active service.

(2) Teeth noted as filled at entry will
be service-connected if they were ex-
tracted, or if the existing filling was
replaced, after 180 days or more of ac-
tive service.

(3) Teeth noted as carious but restor-
able at entry will not be service-con-
nected on the basis that they were
filled during service. However, new car-
ies that developed 180 days or more
after such a tooth was filled will be
service-connected.

(4) Teeth noted as carious but restor-
able at entry, whether or not filled,
will be service-connected if extraction

§3.383

was required after 180 days or more of
active service.

(5) Teeth noted at entry as non-re-
storable will not be service-connected,
regardless of treatment during service.

(6) Teeth noted as missing at entry
will not be service connected, regard-
less of treatment during service.

(e) The following will not be consid-
ered service-connected for treatment
purposes:

(1) Calculus;

(2) Acute periodontal disease;

(3) Third molars, unless disease or pa-
thology of the tooth developed after 180
days or more of active service, or was
due to combat or in-service trauma;
and

(4) Impacted or malposed teeth, and
other developmental defects, unless
disease or pathology of these teeth de-
veloped after 180 days or more of active
service.

(f) Teeth extracted because of chron-
ic periodontal disease will be service-
connected only if they were extracted
after 180 days or more of active service.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712)
[64 FR 30393, June 8, 1999]

§3.382 [Reserved]

§3.383 Special consideration for
paired organs and extremities.

(a) Entitlement criteria. Compensation
is payable for the combinations of serv-
ice-connected and nonservice-con-
nected disabilities specified in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (a)(b) of this sec-
tion as if both disabilities were service-
connected, provided the nonservice-
connected disability is not the result of
the veteran’s own willful misconduct.

(1) Impairment of vision in one eye as
a result of service-connected disability
and impairment of vision in the other
eye as a result of non-service-con-
nected disability and

(i) The impairment of vision in each
eye is rated at a visual acuity of 20/200
or less; or

(ii) The peripheral field of vision for
each eye is 20 degrees or less.

(2) Loss or loss of use of one kidney
as a result of service-connected dis-
ability and involvement of the other
kidney as a result of nonservice-con-
nected disability.

279



		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-08-18T11:21:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




